Four miles south of Burneton U.S. 281 is the Texas Longhorn Cavern State Park. The 
cavern itself is the third largest in the world, and has never been completely explored. 
Some cave experts believe that the cavern may stretch for hundreds of miles beneath the 
earth's surface, perhaps even connecting with New Mexico's Carlsbad Caverns and 
Kentucky's Mammoth Cave. 

On old maps, the cavern is marked as Sherrard's Cave because it is located in pas- 
ture lands which once belonged to D.G. Sherrard. It was well known to early settlers 
and was occupied as early as 1860. During the Civil War, powder for the Confederate 
Army was manufactured in the 183-foot main room. 

The larger rooms of the cavern are strung out about 1,000 feet on each side of the 
entrance, and about 75 feet below the surface of the ground. While eight miles of the 
cave have been explored, only two miles have been developed commercially. During 
the 1930's the Civilian Conservation Corps helped build a road, light the cavern, and 
beautify the area. In 1932 the cavernand the Longhorn Cavern State Park were 
opened and leased as a concession to the Longhorn Cavern Company. Tours through 
Longhorn Cavern are conducted every hour, on the hour, from 10A.M.j to 5 P.M. 
except 12 noon, every day of the year. About two hours are required to make the tour 
through the entire developed portion of the cavern, 

The main entrance isnamed for the bandit, Sam Bass, who is believed to have hidden 
atone time in the cave. Among the better known rooms are the Crystal Room, the Hall 
of Diamonds, the Hall of Marble, and the Queen's Throne Room. Several other large 
rooms are used for the museum, kitchen, and dining room. The cavern contains many 
amazing animal-like formations, strange domed roofs, and gleaming stalactites. The 
crystal formations and rainbow coloring of the rocks are highlighted by dramatic and 
effective hidden lighting. ; 


About the Cover @ wet Many of us will be looking at one of these birds comes 


ovember 29 so we naturally think it is a fitting cover pic- 
ture for our November magazine. But chances are that very 
few of us know, and few of us will pause during our Thanks- 
giving feast to consider. what the turkey means to the econ- 
omy of our state. Turkeys are raised in all but three counties 
of the state and Texas leads the nation in the production of 
commercial hatchery eggs. Commercial production of the 
birds began here in the 1840's and by 1900 Texas ranked 
first among the states in the number of turkeys. As late as 
the 1930's it was still the leading producer. The first large 
commercial flocks were raised in DeWitt County and by 
1926 Cuero, the county seat, was the established turkey- 
raising center though fourteen other Texas cities shipped 
carload lots. In recognition of the importance of this indus- 
try, Cuero inaugurated the now-famous Turkey Trot in 1912. 
An article on page 2 tells the story of this parade which is 
being revived this year. 
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The purpose of this publication, “Texas High- paring material for submission. All material and 


ways,” is to furnish a medium for presenting prac- comments should be directed to the Information 
tical ideas and information. Employees are invited 


and urged to submit suggestions and relate ex- He Statestics D Livlapi Austin 14, Texas. 
periences which would benefit or be of interest to Texas Highways” is published monthly by and 
Highway employees. These conclusions and data for State Highway Employees for departmental 


are not necessarily endorsed by the Highway se only. The use or reproduction of the ma- 
Angee ee ten Perrone cen Ga terial contained herein is prohibited without the 


Photographic services are available and other expressed permission of the State Highway 
assistance may be obtained, if desired, in pre- Engineer. 
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Mae Adell Roberts, Information Clerk 
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A lot of people are talking turkey 
this time of year, especially down in 
District 13 around Cuero. They know 
that for three days this month all 
highways leading into Cuero will be 
crowded with traffic, and visitors 
will converge on the town from all 
directions. The reason for all this 
is turkeys— thousands of them. 

Cuero, which bills itself as the 
turkey capital, is the county seat of 
DeWitt County where approximately 
300,000 turkeys—representing more 
than $1 million—will be produced 
this year. And, as almost every 
Texan knows, it is the home of the 
famous Turkey Trot that is making 
its comeback on November 12 after 
nine years of temporary discontinu- 
ance, 


ae 


An estimated 65,000to 75,000 on- 
lookers will swell the little city's 
normal population of 8,500 to watch 
the turkeys strut to the music of 
scores of bands, being followed ina 
two-mile-long parade by floats, local 
and state notables, horsemen, and 
other entries. The turkeys will, as 
usual, steal the show. It is a spec- 
tacle not easily forgotten—thousands 
of strutting turkey gobblers and 
peeping hens, the big Baby Beef 
Bronze, followed by the Beltsville 
Whites, Naragansetts, and perhaps 
even an occasional flock of Spanish 
Blacks, the domestic bird yet untamed 
and likely to take wing at any time 
adding extra excitement tothe parade. 
Shelled corn is tossed along the streets 
ahead of the lead birds to start the 


'trot'' and the other birds follow the 
leader. 

For many of the turkeys this hour 
of glory is also their last. They shed 
their feathers within an hour after the 
parade is over, are dressed in local 
packing plants and shipped to mar- 
kets throughout the United States. 
Feathers are bought by enterprising 
buyers from the East, shipped to 
Paris and returned to this country 
under the fancy title of ''Marabou"! 
feathers to be used on women's hats. 

The Turkey Trot parade is the 
climax of a three-day celebration, 
scheduled this year for November 10, 
11, and 12, Preceding the parade the 
Sultana is crowned in an elaborate 
ceremony with duchesses from many 
Texas cities participating. The iden- 
tities of the Sultana andher Sultan are 
revealed in the course of the parade 
when they pass on their royal float, 
which is always the last in line. The 
celebration will also include a rodeo, 
carnival, art show, coronation ball, 
and a turkey show where prizes will 
be awarded for the heaviest dressed 
turkey and for champions in the vari- 
ous breeds, 


The Turkey Trot is the brainchild 
of the late J. C. Howerton, editor of 
the Cuero Record, who back in 1912 
saw the publicity possibilities in the 
great flocks ofturkeys being marketed 
in Cuero every year. 

In those days the turkey was re- 
quiredto provide his own transporta- 
tion to market. A _ grower living 
miles from town would start driving 
his flock to market on foot. As he 
passed farms alongthe route he would 
purchaseturkeys raisedby his neigh- 
bors, adding them to his birds. The 
drives often covered twenty miles or 
more, requiring several days, and 
the turkeys could not be _ hurried. 
They were allowed to feed on acorns 
and insects along the way, roosting 
in the oak trees along the roadside at 
night. As the drive neared Cuero, 
where buyers from the north and east 
had gathered, individual flocks had 
sometimes increased to as many as 
15,000 to 20,000 birds. 

Howerton suggested a celebration 
marking the opening of the turkey sea- 
son—a parade of floats and bands led 
by the turkeys. Church leaders ob- 
jected to the name "Turkey Trot'! 


Man is shoved to the sidelines while the turkeys do the parading at Cuero's Turkey 
Trot. These are only a part of the birds that marched in one of the last Trots held 


before the celebration was temporarily discontinued in 1947. 


Participants in one of the early-day Trots were rounded up for a picture before they 
marched off to the processing plants. According to the posters on the wall, Christy 
Brothers Wild Animal Show and George Loos Shows (The Show Beautiful) helped to 


celebrate the opening of turkey season. 


The Beltsville Whites add color to the parade. These eight- to ten-pound birds also 
add quite a contrast in size, marching behind the big 35- to 40-pound Baby Beef 


Bronze. 
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As is obvious from this scene, turkeys are big business in Cuero and DeWitt County. 
_% There is one cafe in Cuero that recognizes the importance of these birds and serves 


turkey in some form every day of the year. 
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since that was the name of a dance 


which was then popular. However, 
Howerton, with assistance from such 
personages as Colonel Ike Pryor of 
San Antonio, finally overcame these 
objections, pointing out that the gait 
ofa turkeyis a "natural turkey trot, " 
and the first parade was held in 
1912. 

The celebration was a bi-annual 
affair in Cuero for many years. It 
was the coming of the heavy, baby- 
beef type of turkey to the DeWitt 
County ranges that caused the aban- 
donment of the colorful parade after 
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1947. The baby beef, a quality bird 
which replaced the lanky range tur- 
key was too heavy to make the two- 
or three-mile march. Loss in weight 
was terrific and made it prohibitive 
for a grower to parade his birds. 
This problem has been solved for 
this year's parade. Turkeys will be 
taken by truck to the starting place 
of the parade and will be picked up 
at the end. Where necessary the 
turkeys will be returned to their 
penned ranges to fully recover and 
be put in market condition to grace 
Christmas tables across the nation. 
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Right of Way 


Becomes BIG BUSINESS 


Right of way purchase bythe state 
marks a new era in highway adminis - 
tration, and to handle the acquisition 
program, a Right of Way Division 
was established October l. 

Under the new Highway Bill, the 
Federal Government will put up 90 
per cent of the money on the purchase 
of right of way on the 2,900-mile 
Interstate Highway System in Texas. 

Named as Right of Way Engineer 
for the new division is Archie H. 
Christian. D-15 will have as its 
initial functions the acquiring of right 
of way as specified under Highway 
Commission policy, and the main- 
taining of adequate records on right 
of way and land costs and other items 
necessary to support right of way 
reimbursement claims to the Bureau 
of Public Roads. Right of way ac- 
quisition will be financed by Highway 
Commission official action and will 
be closely coordinated with the oper- 
ating division carrying design re- 
sponsibility, 

Christian, formerly Expressway 
Engineer with the Road Design Di- 
vision, will be responsible for the 
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determination of policies and pro- 
cedures covering work both in the 
field and in the office and will be 
directly responsible for all payments 
of right of way expenditures. The 
actual process of right of way ac- 
quisition will be handled as a field 
function under the direct responsibil- 
ity of the District Engineer or Engi- 
neer Manager. 

A civil engineering graduate of 


A & M College, Christian has been 
with the Department for 24 years. 

State Highway Engineer D. C. 
Greer stated that the new division 
will follow the decentralized opera- 
tional procedures prevalent in the 
other divisions of the Headquarters 
Office. 

In connection with the new right 
of way acquisition program, the 
Highway Commission established De- 
partmental policy in June. The next 
step was taken on September 19 when 
the Commission approved the $19 
million 1957 Interstate Right of Way 
Program and established further 
policy. 

Greer stated that the Department 
might be ready to make actual pur- 
chases bymid-November. Appraisals 
have been under way since the latter 
part of October. The U.S. Govern- 
ment must approve the qualifications 
of the appraisers and negotiators. 
There must be two separate appraisals 


from the field, then the Bureau of 
Public Roads will review reports and 
advise the Department of the agreed 
appraisal prices. 

Additional functions contemplated 
for the Right of Way Division when 
the organization is completed include: 
1.) To acquire all other lands cer- 
tified by the proper operating division 
of the Department as being necessary 
for Departmental operations, such as 
lands for buildings, shops, storage, 
detours, base and borrow materials, 
and drainage; 2.) To handle the 
Headquarters Office responsibility 
relative to negotiation with utilities 
involved in construction work and 
covered by Commission policy, in 
coordination with the operating di- 
vision involving design; and 3.) To 
carry the responsibility for the dis- 
position of lands that are the property 
of the Department certified by the pro- 
per operating division as being no 
longer necessary for Department use. 
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GUMAS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 


Strange, unusual, 


and often ingenious signs dot the Texas landscape. 


An old song was the inspiration for the Dumas Chamber of Commerce 
sign welcoming travelers to that Panhandle metropolis. 


On one of his frequent inspection 
tours of work involving asphalt ma- 
terials Joe Gresham, District Con- 
struction Engineer, recently paid a 
visit to Erwin Simon, Senior Mainte- 
nance Foreman in Gillespie County, 
at Fredericksburg. Gresham has 
seen as much highway construction 
as anyone with the Department, and 
has been particularly interested in 
asphaltic treatments and 
pavements these many years. Simon, 
too, has been around for quite some 
time and in the early years of road 
buildinghe and Gresham were closely 
associated on many asphalt projects. 
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FOR COVER STONE APPLICATION 


W. K. Schultz, Senior Resident Engineer 
District 14 


In discussing the various methods 
and machines used in the current 
asphaltic paving work, the two men 
became engrossed in a comparison 
of methods and machines used then 
and now. For instance,” in@e@i@e 
early days —before the tachometer 
was adopted and made a part of the 
asphalt distributor—the operator on 
the tail end would gauge the rate of 
application of each shot by visually 
observing the level of asphalt in the 
tank at intervals along the staked 
land. From his observations, this 


man would either urge the driver to 


a greater or lesser speed or manipu- 
late the valve to the spray bars to 
apply the required amount of asphalt 
within the limits of each land. This 
procedure, of course, resulted “in 
fat and lean stretches of pavement. 
The rate of application ofcover stone 
at that time, however slow, was con- 
siderably more accurate. The stone 


was distributed in small piles at 
measuredintervals along the shoulder 
on each side of the pavement area, 
and after application ofthe asphalt, the 
stone was spread by hand, broomed, 
and rolled. Since the tachometer has 
been adopted and permanently attached 
to the distributor the rate of applica- 
tion of asphalt has been accurately 
controlled. Butinattemptingto speed 
up by mechanization the distribution 
ofcover stone comparable to the rate 
ofapplication ofasphalt, the designers 
of the spreading devices did not pro- 
vide a means of establishing control 


to secure a uniform spread. Conse- 


quently, the operators of the spreader 
boxes have been functioning about the 
same as their counterparts on the 
early distributors. 


The primary ob- 


truck operator. 


The tachometer dial is placed within the line of sight of the 


jection is back tracking to dispose of 
material remaining in the truck after 


the initial run which is not possible 


with an asphalt distributor. This 
frequently results in fat andlean areas 
in the finished pavement surfaces. 

Simon reasoned that ifatachometer 
could be attached to an asphalt dis- 
tributor to determine and regulate the 
rate of application of asphalt, it 
could also be used with a spreader 
box to determine and regulate the 
rate of application of cover stone. 
A complete tachometer was removed 
from an idle distributor and attached 
without alteration to a spreader box. 
The dial of the meter is located near 
the line of sight of the truck driver 
as he watches the edge of the fresh 
asphalt, a guide line, or the adjoin- 


As the asphalt is placed, the driver can watch his speed and 


keep it regulated. 
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This side view of the spreader box shows tachometer attachment. 


ing rock land over the spreader box. 
He is thus able to see at a glance his 
speed and keep it steady. Initially, 
several runs are required before the 
proper combination of speed of truck 
and spreader box notch is determined 
for a desired rate of application with 
each size and character of stone. 
However, after this combination has 
been established the results obtained 
from measured quantities of cover 
stone over staked rock lands are as 
| accurate and consistently uniform as 
| the results obtained for asphalt dis- 
tribution. Crews now operating in 
| this district and using the above 
: method of gauging the distribution of 
cover stone seldom miss the end of 
a rock land more than a few feet. 
The objection of back tracking to dis- 
pose of surplus material has been 
eliminated and the resultant uniform 
spread of surfacing aggregate is 
gratifying to see. 
An additional refinement used in 
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A uniform spread results from gauging the 
distribution of cover stone. 
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The tachometer works equally as well in the regulation of cover stone as in the application 


of asphalt. 


conjunction with the tachometer and 
the spreader box to improve and fa- 
cilitate this phase of road maintenance 
and special construction in this dis- 
trict should also be noted here. Use 
is being made of the odometer—the 
Same machine the cotton acreage 
measurer and line surveyor have 
been using for years—to lay out the 
lengths of asphalt and rock lands. 
This instrument in the hands of a 
careful operator who can devise, 
design, and construct his signals 


out of discarded beer cans, rocks, 
and bits of materials garnered from 
along the right of way is a device 
capable of replacing a whole field 
party where lines are already well 
defined. The rates of application of 
asphalt and cover stone over many 
miles of road between known control 
points figured on the basis of mea- 
surements made with the odometer 
have proven that this tool is reliable 
and accurate and definitely has a 
place in this phase of highway work. 
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A roadside park ‘site in Gainesville is under discussion by O. W. 
Garrett, Senior Maintenance Superintendent; L. B. Dean, District 
Engineer; and Ben J. Lednicky, Senior Landscape Adviser, as Douglas 


Gulick, Garrett's grandson, looks on. 
| 


hecking force account billon an emergency bridge repair is Assistant 
jistrict Engineer L. E. Morris, who is also District Reporter for TEXAS 
IGHWAYS., 


pass IN REVIEW HISTRICT 3 


While the earliest settlers of this 
region were hunters, ranchers soon 


established vast holdings” and were 


able to increase them after the ter- 


rible drouth of 1881 caused land to 
sell at $1 an acre with 40 years to 
pay. Landowners drilling for water 
discovered oil in the early 1900's and 
by 1920 the oil boom had made this 
areaprosperous. The manufacturing, 
farming, ranching, and oil producing 
industries of today place heavy traffic 
loads upon the 1,700 miles of road in 
District 3, and 280 employees imple- 


One the work of the eee Depart- 
ment in this area, 


Five ofthe nine counties of District 
3 have the Red River as their northern 
boundary line. Up until the late 1870's, 
the whole of this area was subject to 
frequent and devastating Indian raids, 
since the rolling plains and nearness 
of water made this one of the most 
valued hunting grounds. Indian and 
white man alike sought the buffalo 
of this region, and battled each other 
for the land in which the herds 
roamed. 


-13- 


Traffic signal plans for the expressway in Wichita Falls get Discussing permits are Loui: 


the attention of Martin Nelson, Traffic Designer; Emma M. ford, Chief District Accountan| 
Vinzant, Senior Secretary; and Quin Harman, Special | 
Foreman. | 


| 
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Looking over a set of plans in the expressway drafting room are Bruce Reid, | 
Junior Draftsman; Charles Davis, Junior Draftsman; W. C. Snodgrass, Designing | 
Engineer; and Bob Schultz, Senior Draftsman. | 
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atts, Secretary, andR.L. Med- Expressway plans get the attention of Floyd Shores, Junior 
Draftsman, and Nathan C. Gould, Senior Draftsman. 


Now it's time for coffee break! Getting together in the shop are, left to right, James E. 
Crawford, Semi-skilled Laborer; Jay Wilson and Edwin H. Owen, Skilled Laborers; Foster L. 
Spainhour and Roy E. Golleher, Semi-skilled Laborers; and Herman H. Gannon, Morris Turpin, 


H. A. Baker, and G. E. Philipp, Skilled Laborers. 
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Working on equipment rental time slips are District Office Clerks Leonida 
Ausley, Vee Ola Flatt, and Marcy Lee Cunningham. 


Seated at his desk in the soundproof shop office is Tom 
Williams, Senior Shop Foreman. 
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Anita Obermier, Junior Clerk; Coloma Williams, Senior 
Office Assistant; and Earl R. Burton, District Office 
Clerk, go over the payroll. 


An emergency purchase order is discussed by Kern T. Choate, Junior Office 
Assistant; B. H. Hudson and A. W. Spainhour, Warehousemen; and McRoy 
Hodges, Senior Warehouseman, seated. 


The Highway Department has set 
another record in lettings. The 
October 17-18 Letting totaled ap- 
iT proximately $23.5 million, which is 
|! about $5 million more than the 
| previous high month of November 
i Lobo! 

i With this letting the Department 
| also established a new record for 
any ten-month period and the total 
| amount of contracts let through this 
| period exceeds any calendar year in 
the history of the Department. Con- 
tracts let thus far this year total ap- 
proximately $173 million. This 
amount exceeds the same period of 
1955, the previous high year, by $43 
million and is about $15 million more 
than the total for the entire calendar 
| year of 1955 when contracts amounted 
to approximately $158 million. 
| A number of contracts have been 


let this year for more than $1 million, 
i -helping to reach the record figure of 
$173 million, Scattered throughout 
. the state, some of these million- 
q dollar jobs have been projects of 
several miles in length and others 
have been short, expensive express- 
way projects. Among them was a 
13. 1-mile project on U.S. 67 and 
377 in Brown County, calling for 
grading, structures, base and as- 
phaltic concrete pavement, let for 
$1,324,000. A turnkey job in Moore 
County, 20.1 miles in length, on 
U.S. 87 and 287 was let for $1,091,000 
and another on U.S. 81lin Hill County, 
10. 2 miles long, was let for $1,305,000. 
The contract for a 0,7-mile project 
on Loop 217 in Tarrant County was 
let for $1,210,000 and a 0.7-mile 
job on U.S, 67 and 77 in Dallas County 
was contracted for $1, 388,000. 


WMagazime Wins top Award 


TEXAS HIGHWAYS, for the second consecutive year, has received 
the top award in the Society of Associated Industrial Editors Publications 
Competition. This year there were more than 500 entries in this com- 
petition from throughout the United States. Competition was judged by 
The House Magazine Institute of New York, which is composed of a 
group of top-flight editors. 

The magazine was judged 60 per cent on content, and 40 per cent on 
appearance, putting the credit for the material in TEXAS HIGHWAYS 
squarely on the shoulders of the men and women who have submitted 
the stories and ideas used. To these people, we on the staff of your 
magazine want to say ''Thanks.'' We hope you will continue to submit 
these articles, and we hope all readers will write us their suggestions 
or ideas about the magazine. 


Tom Taylor congratulates TEXAS HIGHWAYS' staff on award. Editor Gloria Hitt 
holds certificate as Mae Adell Roberts and Bob McCarty look on. 
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M. Ferguson, Senior Mainte- 
nance Foreman 

L. A. Beasley, Senior Ware- 
houseman 

M. L. Malone, Senior Resident 
Engineer 

B. L. Dodd, .Chief Inspector 

H. G. Murphy, Skilled Laborer 

A.D. Richardson,Senior Main- 
tenance Foreman 

O. W. Albers, Skilled Laborer 
J. A. Russell, District Main- 
tenance Engineer 

R. W. Stowe, Maintenance 
Superintendent 

Ramon Lira, Skilled Laborer 

N. D. Redfearn, Construction 
Foreman 

D. D. Burk, Skilled Laborer 

J. F. Doggett, Skilled Laborer 

W. V. Favor, Senior Mainte- 
nance Foreman 
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cating their careers to the 
ministration of the Texas 


gratulations of their fellow 


ees to complete 25, 30, and 
e Highway Department were 
2 Commission on September 
}tone award for 35 years of 
{to four men, swelling the 
years of service to 29 active 
lyears of service were made 
iging this totalto 177. The 
ees was increased by 43, 
jyed who have been with the 
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jint with pride to its longev- 
ited length of service for the 
less than eighteen months. 
|| these pages, who are dedi- 
jnilding, maintaining, or ad- 
Jiighway System, go the con- 


countant 
, Senior Maintenance 


This group received awards for a combined 1,635 years of employment. 
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District 


District 
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District 


Doris Church, Procurement 
Clerk 

O. A. Philippi, Assistant Con- 
struction Engineer 


J. A. Shelby, Supervising De- 


signing Engineer 
M, Jackson,Senior Laboratory 
Assistant 
A.S Cohn,Senior Field Auditor 
J. A. May, Budget Accountant 
Louise Shaw,Accounting Clerk 
FEF. F. Kane, Senior Accountant 


EF. L. Duncan, Skilled Laborer 
J. T. Stanley, Semi-skilled 
Laborer 

N. D. Cardwell, Senior Ware- 
houseman 

L. E. Tucker, Senior Mainte- 
nance Foreman 

R.S. Shepard, Skilled Laborer 
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District 8 D.J. Carman, Skilled Laborer 
C. Daniell, Construction Fore- 
man 
R. W. Domann,Senior Resident 
Engineer 
F. W. Jones, Skilled Laborer 
District 10 S. A. Halbert, Semi-skilled 
Laborer 
District 11 H. H. Melton, Maintenance 
Superintendent 
District. 12:°°Po Wi King.) (Senior) Party. 
Chief 
| District 14 C. M. Nowlin, Senior Shop 
Foreman 
| William K. Schultz, Senior 
Resident Engineer 
District 15 W. E. Carter, Skilled Laborer 
M. B. Hagemann, Senior Res- 
ident Engineer 
R. McLelland, Chief District 
Accountant 
C. L. Mudd, Skilled Laborer 
G. S. Perez, Semi-skilled 
Laborer 


a 


Davis H. Randolph-35 years. 


Leslie D. Cabaniss-35 years. 


Holland Eggleston-35 years. 


District 16 


District 17 


District 18 


District 20 


District 21 


District 22 


District 24 


District 25 


V. J. Chapman, Senior Party 


Chief 


H. Haeber, Skilled Laborer 
H. L. Kidd, Resident Designer 


J. O. Sloan, 


Senior Mainte- 


nance Superintendent 


J. Slott, Semi 


-skilled Laborer 


C.D. Gleason, Skilled Laborer 
M. B. Kimberlin,Senior Ware- 


houseman 
P. Norwood, 


Senior Mainte- 


nance Foreman 
J. T. Martin, District Con- 
struction Engineer 


A, Castillo, 
Laborer 
J. A. Cragg, 


Semi - skilled 


Skilled Laborer 


Charles H. Templeton, Semi- 
skilled Laborer 


J. G Dumas, 


Chief Inspector 


L.A. Klement, Skilled Laborer 
Edgar A. Preusser, Ware- 
house Patrolman 


C. Groves, 


Chief Inspector 
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Since the beginning of Texas, there has been controversy over the exact center 
of this biggest and braggingist state. The "Heart of Texas" has been immortalized in 
song dnd verse, and now--in a more tangible tribute--a Heart-of-Texas Roadside Park 
has been completed and opened. Located on U.S. 377 eighteen miles north of Brady, 
the park is about five miles from the actual geographical center. 


E. M. Pritchard, Assistant District Engineer 


occupied a 
crossroads position and still does. 
Artifacts found indicate that Texas 
was a meeting place even for pre- 


Texas has always 


historic man. When discovered by 
white men, this area had within its 
confines representatives of most of 
the Indian types of that time—the sea- 
coast Indians, the forest and agricul- 
tural tribes and the nomads of the 
plains. The coming of the white man 
to Texas brought an historic meet- 
ing of the Spanish and English, and 
later the French and Mexicans, It 


Pa a ik 


Tae 


District 23 


and 


Ben J. Lednicky, Senior Landscape Adviser 
Maintenance Operation Division 


of Teras 


is conjectured that the original name 
of ''tejas'' goes back to some outward 
gesture of friendly greeting among 
strange people, in much the same 
manner of the typically Texan "hi 
neighbor'! greeting of today. 

The physiography and geology of 
Texas point out that the formation of 
the face of Texas gravitates toward 
the center of Texas. Inthe Panhandle 
part of the state we have the Llano 
Estacado, or High Plains, which 
are level. In the vicinity of Post, 
Floydada, Silverton, and reaching. 


back to Canyon to the beginning of 
Palo Duro Canyon we find the Cap 
Rock Escarpment. It is at this line 
of demarcation that the glaciers 
scoured the soil away, causing it to 
be carried on to the Gulf of Mexico. 
Many examples of the rough and rug- 
ged terrain that we associate generally 
with Texas can be found around 
Matador, Clairemont, Benjamin, 
Albany, Sweetwater, Abilene, Cisco, 
Brady, and on toward Austin. The 
glaciers on their trek to the south 
must have become weary, for they 
ceased to scar the face of Texas ona 
line known as the Balcones Escarp- 
ment. From this line the erosion fades 
into the Coastal Plains along the Gulf 
Coast. The Balcones Escarpment ex- 
tends along a highly visible line from 
Del Rio, north of San Antonio, tonorth 
of Austin (where the fault is not quite 
so distinct) through Temple, Waco, 
and northward to the Red River. The 
word "'Balcones'! is derived from a 
Spanish work meaning balconies. 

Though prehistoric man dwindled 
away and the Indians were sent to the 
reservations, this land ofours became 
more and more populated. The July 
1, 1954, census showed that we now 
have 8, 468,000 inhabitants within the 
confines of the State of Texas. Ac- 
cording to the 1950 census the unof- 


ficialcenter of population in Texas is 
in the vicinity of Moody in the south- 
west corner of McLennan County. 
The size of Texas is gigantic— 
containing almost 169 million acres 
without quibbling over the 3 million 
acres of tidelands for which we 
threatenedto secede from the Union 
just afew years ago. We have spoken 
about crossroads, and it might be 
interesting to find out where these 
roads do cross—which brings us to 
the much disputed subject of the geo- 
graphical center of Texas. This has 
been a controversial subject and al- 
ways will be. Much study has gone 
into the matter of locating the center. 
In 1923, when Gibb Gilchrist was 
Division Engineer at San Angelo, he 
was placed on a local committee to 
woo Texas Tech College which was 
trying to find a location, this location 
tobe west ofthe 98th meridian. At that 
time, with an ingenious method of his 
own, he established the geographical 
center of Texas in McCulloch County 
twenty miles north and alittle east of 
Brady. Mr. Gilchrist stated that 
"Unless the boundaries of Texas are 
materially changed the geographical 
center of Texas will always be in 
McCulloch County." Along in 1930 
while District Engineer Robert J. 
Milligan was Resident Engineer at 


ree 
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Robert J. Milligan, District Engineer at Brownwood, poses at the 


wes 


Heart-of-Texas site that he located about 1930. 
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Brownwood he and his office force 
became interested alsoin locating the 
geographical center of Texas, and 
did it by mathematical calculation. 
They located the point in the close 
proximity of the above - mentioned 
point established by Mr. Gilchrist. 
Mr. Milligan had his picture taken 
at this site around twenty years ago. 
Brady has gone to considerable effort 
tocinch itsclaim tothetitle of 'Heart 
of Texas.'' It was our privilege to 
borrow the files from Joe T. Ogden, 
Manager of the Brady Chamber of 
Commerce, andto read the interesting 
correspondence from Texas A & M 


This sign on U.S. 377 directed 
people to the site of the annual 
Easter Sunrise Worship. Gover- 
nor Shivers was the principal 
speaker at the services in 1951. 


Sys 


College; The General Land Office at 
Austin; Department of Interior, 
Washington, D. C.; and the Super- 
intendent of Documents, Washington, 
D. C. The ultimate satisfaction must 
have been gained from a letter from 
the General Land Office at Austin, 
dated November 14, 1934, addressed 
to Carl A. Blasig, Manager of the 
Chamber of Commerce at Brady, and 
signed by J. H. Walker, Commis- 
sioner. .Quoting in part, ''The Statis- 
tical Atlas published in 1924 by the 
United States Department of Com- 
merce, Bureau of Census, gives the 
geographical center of Texas deter- 


n this spot the Sunrise Easter Worship is 
held. The speaker's stand is to the left of 
he white storage house and the people 
gather on the slopes. Cars are parked 
across the road from here. 


© Bie 


To build a Heartentor ade Roadside Park we felt that the location should be 


typical of Texas—that is, big, rough, andrugged. Ascending driveway in the 


park shows ruggedness of site. 


ad 


This view from the park driveway shows native vegetation of prickly pear, 
allthorn, sauchista grass, wild crape myrtle, and mesquite. Note the ledge 


rock. 


mined by the U. S. Geological survey, 
Department of the Interior, as being 
a point in McCulloch County twenty 
miles northeast from Brady. 

'The location ofthis center relative 
to land surveys determined by the 
General Land Office of the State of 
Texas, is a point twenty miles north 
14 1/2 degrees east from Brady on 
the boundary line between survey 
No. 725 of 320 acres in the name of 
Heinrich Roege and school survey No. 
2 of 320 acres AB & M sold and pat- 
ented to H. M. Durrett, midway be- 
tween their common east and west 
corners as these surveys are shown 
onthe map of McCulloch County dated 


1904, now in use as the official map 
of said county. Clark/mh.' See 
plat of detailed location. 

Itis abit difficult to determine who 
set. the machinery in motion to bring 
the Heart-of-Texas Park fromadream 
to a reality. Mr. Ogden played a 
leading part as liaison man between 
the Highway Department, the property 
owner, City of Brady, and McCulloch 
County. The site selected was arough 
and rugged hill on U. S. 377 approxi- 
mately nineteen miles northof Brady. 
Since the site was covered with native 
vegetation of prickly pear, allthorn, 
algerita, sauchista grass, wild crape 
myrtle, redcedar, scrub live oak, and 


-27- 


mes aaa © sesame seeenegae 


/ Cenfer 


LIP HCA 
Sree 


7. 


oO 


Defsien. (orig jon of Geo 


ae Ppa 


oo 2 ee = a eo on Oo 8M a ww 
+ 


Ee 00k ah 


Carta] ba ae yao 


This picture was made the day work started 
on the park. Lindsey Pasmore and L. O. 
Brown of Brady started clearing operations. 


These men are largely responsible for making the dream of a 
Heart-of-Texas Park come true. Left to right, Joe T. Ogden, 
Manager Chamber of Commerce; John E. Black, Senior 
Maintenance Foreman; D. A. Harkrider, Mayor; Love 
Kimbrough, County Judge; and Benjamin Dillon, Senior 
Resident Engineer. All these people are from Brady. 


Two table units are hated by large. redie 
cedars and scrub live oaks 


ier 


Milligan enjoys tKe, 
coolness of the 
other arbor. The 
Grrow points to 

the Santa Anna 


mountains , 25 
miles distant. 


Ogden, Kimbrough, Black, Dillon, and Harkrider stand beside king-sized 
plaque they purchased which bears the dedication inscription. 


mesquite trees along with out-crop- 
ping of ledge rock and small - sized 
boulders we had something to develop. 
The City of Brady and McCulloch 
County were very happy to purchase 
the five-acre site from Bart Jones, 
and a special bronze marker was 
cast dedicating this park to the State 
of Texas, The County furnished 800 
feet of sheep fence complete with 
cedar posts. Love Kimbrough, County 
Judge, and D. A. Harkrider, Mayor 
of Brady, took an active interest in 
the construction of this park and were 
most helpful in every way possible. 
A 22-foot paved driveway makes the 
park easily accessible and there is 
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ample parking area. Two arbor units 
and two table units provide facilities 
presently. Future plans include a 
fourteen-foot observationtower. Na- 
tive rock was secured for the con- 


struction of the arbors, tables, 
fireboxes, incinerators, and head- 
walls to preserve the native ap- 


pearance. 


A person enjoying the coolness of 
one of the arbors may enjoy the thrill 
ofbeing right inthe heart of big Texas, 
or relax and enjoy the wonderful 
scenery. Five counties can be seen 
from the site. The Santa Anna moun- 
tains, 25 miles distant, can be seen 
very plainly. | 


Guy Lott Retires 


James G. (Guy) Lott, well-known 
District Engineer at Amarillo, retired 
October 31. A veteran with the De- 
partment, Lott concerned himself for 
37 of his 65 years with the construc- 
tion and maintenance of Texas high- 
ways. He has been in charge of the 
Amarillo district for the past fifteen 
years, and before that worked in 
many locations over the state. 


Highly respected by the men who 
worked for him, Lott knows every 
person working in his district. At 
least three present district engineers 
are proteges of Lott and numerous 
other key personnel received their 
training under his supervision. 

Lott started his career with the 
Highway Department as Resident 
Engineer in Aransas County in July 


Retiring District Engineer James G. Lott and his replacement, Charles 
W. Smith, discuss an item of highway interest in a current magazine. 


Bh 


1919 after discharge from the Army 
in June as a Captain. He served in 
the Engineers in France, and was a 
member of the First Officers Train- 
ing Camp. 

Born in Leesville in Gonzales 
County October 6, 1891, he moved to 
Beeville in 1892. From 1913 until 
May 917) hothiniworked (stor snthe 
Missouri-Pacific Railroad Company 
and the Panhandle and Santa Fe Rail- 
road Company as a Civil Engineer. 
During this period he was also as- 
sociated with Robert J. Pottsin high- 
way and municipal work. 

Lott is stilla bachelor with no im- 
mediate prospects for changing his 
status. After retirement, he plans 
to spend several weeks on the Coast. 

Lott's executive and engineering 
ability are recognized throughout the 
Department. He was recently awarded 
a plaque as Engineer of the Year for 
the Panhandle Area by the Texas 
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Society of Professional Engineers, 
The men who work with him say that 
one of his greatest accomplishments 
is his ability to inspire confidence 
and self-reliance in his employees. 

Friends in Amarillo say that Lott 
is present on more fishing trips and 
catches less fish than anyone in the 
area. He has a fine array of fishing 
tackle, most of it yet to be used, but 
he furnishes great moral support to 
the fishermen. 

Taking Lott's place is Charles W. 
(Chili) Smith, formerly Assistant 
District Engineer at Amarillo. Smith 
has been with the Department for 25 
years, and has been Assistant Dis- 
trict Engineer in Amarillo for the past 
eleven years. 

A graduate of Texas A&M College, 
Smith is 47 years old, was born in 
Amarillo, and all of his service with 
the Department has been in the Pan- 
handle area. 


See Pea es 


"Batter make a note about that place back 
thera ,Fezby... it needs a little patching." 
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THE GILMER MIRROR, Gilmer, Texas August 30, 1956—5 


The club also discussed plans 
‘for Business Women’s Week, eas Mie 
and a committee was appointed | | 

| 
{ 


to make plans for the week. 
Helen Batchelor urged mem-| | —— 
ibers to attend the mecting of| | 
the Ground Observer Corps 
scheduled in District Court] | 
Room on Tuesday, Aug, 28. The |! 
club voted to attend in a group. | | 
Attending the installation 
service were Dillie Pool, Sarah 
i'Hughes, LaVerne King, Anne! 
Taylor; Evelyn Shockey, Inez-~- 
arrow, rAla) POVnSby, <0 PLOY |p ys hak 
Jordon, Grace Lawrence, Helen | SPOR a, NMR eek Ciena TN Mace BREE ME NS arta 
5 
ait 


Batchelor, Myrtis Herring, Nel- 
lie Morris, Mrs. Jackie Sue 
Gregory, a new member, ahd 
the guest, Mrs. Looney Lindscy. 


ce a 
Some 


NEWS 
MRS. DILLIE POOL HIGHWAY E 


B&PW Installs 
| 


TEXANS STUDY SIGN, STRIPING SECTION |C 
‘Mes. Dillie Pool 


; ear 
For Second Term | sated 
state j2 
Mrs. Myrtis Herring was} fur- le 
hostess ‘Tuesday evening for the! ane 3 
| Business and Professional Wo-! jm- V 
fmen’s Annual installation of of- | dur- 2 
i ficers at the Upsbur-Rural elec- | total i 
| 1g in 
| 
} 


tric auditorium, A salad course 
was served to members and} unit- 
iguests at 7:30 with the installa- total 
ition service following at 8:00. to- 


Mrs, Looney Lindsey was in-| 48 i 
‘ : 5 sF Ee iring ls 
stalling officer. She installed} jon 

|Mrs, Dillie Pool who was re-1| 1959. r 
jelected president. Mrs. Pool is} way p 
employed at the Highway De-| ized 1. 
| partment Gilmer. Other officers | +s of B 
,installed were Sarah Hughes, Pp 
| vice-president; Myrtis Herring, ee e 
recording and corresponding igh — ae 
isecretary; Evelyn Shockey,| for SA RELATES: Te ata porrosagadh Ft 
eer Assan: ave Leon Corder (left), traffic engineer in the Division of Maintenance, is | 5) 
A short business mecting fol- 1ey elas here greeting two representatives of the Texas State Highway | oj 
ee aie rieka Harti Atit iris Sac epartment. The two, Clinton B. Hastings (center), paint engineer, and Vi 
eae: Clark M. Foster, senior inspector of signs, spent several days in Missouri w 

and objectives for the new year Sh recently studying the Department’s sign manufacturing facilities and | 
i presented by Mrs. Pool. ie striping equipment. a 
& HENRY HOERSCHEN  |COMMISSION IN vic!T 


ea -33- 


This break discharged 300,000 gallons of water and considerable subgrade into the 
airinonehour. The broken mainoccurred in Dallas on State Highway 289 and forced 
a water column 40 feet into the air. 


Ean. 


Persounel Chauges 


H, L. Arno, Director of Personne! 


DISTRICT 2 
County Residency, Jacksboro: John W. Simpson changedfrom Resident 
Engineer to Senior Resident Engineer September 1, 1956. 


District Headquarters, Fort Worth: J. R. Stone changed from Traffic 
Engineer to Senior Traffic Engineer September 1, 1956. 


DISTRICT 3 
County Residency, Gainesville: Charlie T. Hildebrand changed from 
Resident Engineer to Senior Designing Engineer September 1, 1956. 


County Residency, Wichita Falls, to Expressway, Wichita Falls: 
Booger R. Hunter, Senior Resident Engineer, transferred September 
Ae AS oye 


Expressway, Wichita Falls: Billy L. Dickenson changed from Design- 
ing Engineer to Senior Designing Engineer September 1, 1956. 


Expressway, Wichita Falls: John L. Maroney, Jr., changed from 
Resident Engineer to Senior Resident Engineer September 1, 1956. 


DISTRICT 4 
Expressway, Amarillo: George J. Cannon, Jr., changed from Resi- 
dent Engineer to Senior Resident Engineer September 1, 1956. 


DISTRICT 5 
District Headquarters, Lubbock: Dalton T. Jones changed from De- 
signing Engineer to Senior Designing Engineer September 1, 1956. 


District Headquarters, Lubbock: Lawrence P. Magee changed from 
Office Engineer to Senior Designing Engineer September 1, 1956, 


DISTRICT 7 
County Residency, San Angelo: William T. Alexander changed from 
Designing Engineer to Senior Designing Engineer September 1; 1956. 
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DISTRICT 9 
County Residency, Belton: John A. Barton changed from Resident 
Engineer to Senior Designing Engineer September 1, 1956. 


County Residency, Waco: Walter E. Ruff changed from Resident 
Engineer to Senior Resident Engineer August 16, 1956. 


County Residency, Waco, to District Headquarters, Waco: Clarence 
D. Handley, Jr., Resident Engineer, transferred as Senior Resident 
Engineer August 16, 1956. 


County Residency, Waco, to Expressway, Waco: James B. Fincher, 
Senior Resident Engineer, transferred as Assistant Expressway 
Engineer August 16, 1956, 


DISTRICT 10 
County Residency, Athens: David W. Hogan changed from Resident 
Engineer to Senior Resident Engineer September 1, 1956. 


County Residency, Longview: Stephen S. Hvezdos changed from Resi- 
dent Engineer to Senior Designing Engineer September 1, 1956. 


County Residency, Longview: Ralph W. Kutzer changed from Resident 
Engineer to Senior Designing Engineer September 1, 1956. 


County Residency, Rusk: Edwin M. Campbell changed from Resident 
Engineer to Senior Designing Engineer September 1, 1956, 


District Headquarters, Tyler: Loran S. Thompson changed from 
Traffic Engineer to Senior Traffic Engineer September 1, 1956. 


DISTRICT 17 
County Residency, Buffalo: Jimmie D. Coker changed from Resident 
Engineer to Senior Resident Engineer September 1, 1956. 


County Residency, Huntsville: Jerry Nemec changed from Resident 
Engineer to Senior Resident Engineer September 1, 1956. 


County Residency, Navasota: John A. Teamer, Jr., changed from | 
Resident Engineer to Senior Resident Engineer September 1, 1956. 


DISTRICT 18 
District Headquarters, Dallas: Oliver C. Anderson, Senior Designing 
Engineer, resigned August 28, 1956. 


District Headquarters, Dallas: Perry P. Moss, Senior Resident | 
Engineer, resigned June 7, 1956. | 


DISTRICT 20 
County Residency, Anahuac: Alce J. Cortez changed from Resident 
Engineer to Senior Resident Engineer September 1, 1956. 
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HOUSTON URBAN PROJECT, HOUSTON 
Frederick A. Harris, Senior Laboratory Engineer, resigned July 
= 2 Oat bee elo 


BRIDGE DIVISION, AUSTIN 
Herbert J. Beadle changed from Senior Designing Engineer to Senior 
Field Engineer September 1, 1956. 


To Bridge Division, Corpus Christi: Warren A. Grasso, Senior 
Designing Engineer, transferred September 1, 1956. 


To Road Design Division, Austin: Joe A. Shelby, Senior Field Engi- 
neer, transferredas Supervising Designing Engineer September 1, 1956, 


HIGHWAY PLANNING SURVEY DIVISION, AUSTIN 
Robert S. Hamner changed from Administrative Analyst to Assistant 
Financial Manager September 15, 1956. 


Franklin Jordan changed from Office Engineer to Senior Office Engi- 
neer September 15, 1956. 


Richard H. Spiller, Jr., changed from Office Engineer to Senior 
Office Engineer September 15, 1956. 


Like The Cartoon Says... 


Oscar L. Crain, Assistant District Engineer in Bryan, sent this 
picture to cartoonist Ken Collinsworth with this explanation—''Someone 
must have seen your cartoon, "' 

—Either this, or the maintenance budget in District 17 was perhaps 


cut in half? 
"He says these signs were put l we cut his 


maintenance budget in “half !" 
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what's Ina name? 


If you can read the clues, you know the name of the town shown in the 
background of this picture without reading further. Located at the junction 
of State Highways 125 and 116, Whiteface was established in 1925 as a stop 
on the Santa Fe Railroad and it was from a herd of whiteface cattle that 
it got its name. Col. C. C. Slaughter brought the first Hereford cattle to 
that section of the state and placed them in a special pasture. Since the 
cattle were a rarity, the pasture soon became known as ''whiteface pas- 
ture. '' When the townsite was surveyed the name was passed on. White- 
face, with a population of 579, is a retail supply point for Cochran County 
and near here is Girlstown, U.S. A., agirls' home comparable to Boystown. 
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If we only knew. 


. . . Would it be possible to find out through you whether or not a person 
could buy land in Texas that might possibly yield oil in a few years, and 
how a person could go about obtaining some of this land with the assurance 
that there would be oil companies drilling for oil on it. 

Could you describe this whole setup and the possibilities and impos- 
sibilities of it all. 

Thank you for your cooperation. .. 


Beverly Thiessen 
Salem, Oregon 


The dashes led her home. 


. . . I've been thinking, ever since last April 8, that I'd write this letter 
to you, and am just now getting around to it. I want to tell you how much I 
appreciated those white dashes onthe highway between Borger and Amarillo. 
Iwas coming home from Amarillo on the evening of April 8, in that horrible 
black dust storm, andIcouldn't see ANYthing except those white dash lines. 
They are much more effective than one solid line would be. I felt that if it 
hadn't beenfor them, I'd never have made it home that night. THANK YOU.. . 


Mrs. O.E. White 
Borger, Texas 


Almost perfect. 


. Have only one suggestion. The signs routing around and through Loop 
12 in Dallas are very misleading. Youmight call it a traffic circle. Other- 
wise, you must rate first inthe nation. . . 


Bill Potts 
Los Angeles, California 


Make it 70. 


. We'd like a 65-mile speed limit, not 60. That's a little too slow and 
hard to obey. . . 


Kansas City, Missouri 


Chalk up one for our highway marking. 


. We liked your wide highways. We felt most highways were marked 
well. We especially like highways marked by number and direction (as 
northbound). . . 


Waterloo, lowa 


We weren't counting on tall out-of-staters. 


. Just recently I visited your state, which I enjoyed very much. Much 
to my chagrin, your motels did not have long beds for over six footers. 
Twenty years ago I worked for a special order clothing house. The suits 
with the longest measurements would usually be from Texas. It was my 
impression you have a lot of tall people. Please don't cramp their style 
or us tourists. If your state is great, so must your beds be... 


Albert Thal 
Chicago, Illinois 


We refuse to bea party to the crime—it's onthe '57 map. . 


. . Thisis tocall your attention tothe fact that the City of Clute is located 
on Highway 288 between Angleton and Velasco-Freeport and on State Road 
1460 between Lake Jackson and the Beach. 

That the City was incorporatedin1952 and has 5, 000 loyal inhabitants, 
the majority of whom are gainfully employed and own their homes. 

That the above facts should entitle us to be recognized on the Official 
Highway Map of the State of Texas, which recognition to date we do not have. 

Please dous the courtesy of letting us know if this is an honest over- 
sight or isthe influence of designing, jealous neighbors who would have the 
transient world ignorant of our existence. .. 


J.T. York, Secretary 
City of Clute, Texas 
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